RESOLUTION NO. 2015- 29156

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, ON
BEHALF OF THE CITY, TO SIGN A LETTER OF INTENT TO JOIN
THE COMPACT OF MAYORS AND PLEDGE TO REDUCE
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, TRACK PROGRESS TOWARDS
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION GOALS, AND ENHANCE THE
CITY’S RESILIENCY TO CLIMATE CHANGE, IN A MANNER THAT
IS CONSISTENT WITH AND COMPLEMENTARY TO CLIMATE
PROTECTION EFFORTS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL.

WHEREAS, the 21st Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (‘COP 21”) will take place in December 2015 in Paris; and

WHEREAS, cities and urban areas are in a unique position to combat climate change,
because cities and urban areas are responsible for producing 70% of climate-changing
greenhouse gas (“GHG") emissions worldwide; and

WHEREAS, by taking positive steps to reduce GHG emissions and otherwise mitigate
the effects of climate change, cities can improve their quality of life, enhance their economic
prosperity, and protect the livability of our cities; and

WHEREAS, any and all efforts possible must be made to prevent a two-degree-Celsius
increase in average global temperature, and cities must play a major role in reaching this goal;
and

WHEREAS, acknowledging the major role of cities and local governments in the
mobilization to address climate change, the United Nations General Secretary recognized the
Compact of Mayors in September 2014 in New York; and

WHEREAS, the Compact of Mayors is the world’'s largest cooperative effort among
mayors and city leaders to reduce GHG emissions, track progress, and prepare for the impacts
of climate change; and

WHEREAS, COP 21 has expressed an interest in including the role of local governments
in its final recommendations, which shall be adopted in Paris in December 2015; and

WHEREAS, by joining the Compact of Mayors, the City will demonstrate, at an
international level, its leadership role in the global commitment to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DULY RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA, that the Mayor and City
Commission hereby authorize the Mayor, on behalf of the City, to sign a letter of intent to join
the Compact of Mayors and pledge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, track progress
towards greenhouse gas reduction goals, and enhance the city’s resiliency to climate change in

a manner that is consistent with and complementary to climate protectlon efforts a 2 national
level.

PASSED and ADOPTED this 14" day of October, 2015. "
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COMMISSION ITEM SUMMARY
Condensed Title:
A Resolution Of The Mayor And City Commission Of The City Of Miami Beach, Florida,
Authorizing The Mayor, On Behalf Of The City, To Sign A Letter Of Intent To Join The
Compact Of Mayors.
Key Intended Outcome Supported:
Reduce city-level greenhouse gas emissions, track progress, and enhance resilience to climate
change, in a consistent and complimentary manner to national level climate protection efforts.
Supporting Data: N/A

Item Summary/Recommendation:-

| The Compact of Mayors is a global cooperative effort among mayors and city officials committed to
reducing local greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing resilience to climate change, and tracking
progress transparently.

In order to participate in the Compact of Mayors, municipalities are required to provide a letter of intent
that references a commitment to reducing local GHG emissions; measuring community emissions
inventory using a consistent and robust standard; identifying climate-related hazards; setting data-
based targets for the future; and developing a climate action plan.

The Compact of Mayors establishes a common platform to capture the impact of cities’ collective
actions through standardized measurement of emissions and climate risk, and consistent, public
reporting of their efforts. The Compact will make this data centrally and publicly available through the
carbon Climate Registry to highlight commitments and allow for easy searchability.

The Administration recommends adopting the resolution endorsing the Compact of Mayors pledge.
Advisory Board Recommendation:

Financial Information:

Source of Amount Account
Funds: 1
OBPI Total

Financial Impact Summary: N/A
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City Clerk’s Office Legislative Tracking:
| Elizabeth Wheaton x6121
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City of Miami Beach, 1700 Convention Center Drive, Miami Beach, Florida 33139, www.miamibeachfl.gov

COMMISSION MEMORANDUM

TO: Mayor Philip Levine and Members [pf the City/Commission

FROM:  Jimmy L. Morales, City Manager

DATE: October 14, 2015

SUBJECT: A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, ON
BEHALF OF THE CITY, TO SIGN A LETTER OF INTENT TO
JOIN THE COMPACT OF MAYORS AND PLEDGE TO
REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, TRACK
PROGRESS TOWARDS GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION
GOALS, AND ENHANCE THE CITY’'S RESILIENCY TO
CLIMATE CHANGE, IN A MANNER THAT IS CONSISTENT
WITH AND COMPLEMENTARY TO CLIMATE PROTECTION
EFFORTS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL.

BACKGROUND

At the United Nations Climate Summit on September 23, 2014, Mayors from cities
around the world formally signed into action a Compact of Mayors “to undertake a
transparent and supportive approach to reduce city-level emissions, to reduce
vulnerability and to enhance resilience to climate change, in a consistent and
complimentary manner to national level climate protection efforts.” The Compact of
Mayors is structured to build “on the ongoing efforts of Mayors that increasingly set
ambitious, voluntary city climate commitments or targets for greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions reduction and to address climate risk; report on progress towards achieving
those targets by meeting robust, rigorous and consistent reporting standards (as
established through City Networks); and make that information publically available by
reporting through a recognized city platform.”

On June 2015, the Compact of Mayors sent a letter to President Obama, calling on him
“to act in the best interests of the American people and fight for the strongest possible
climate agreement at the upcoming 21st Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP21) in Paris, and for federal action to
establish binding national greenhouse gas emissions reductions.” In response, President
Obama has challenged all U.S. Mayors to publicly commit to a climate action plan ahead
of the COP21 climate negotiations in Paris, and set a goal of having at least 100 U.S.
cities sign onto the Compact of Mayors by then. The White House also released a list of
initiatives to increase energy efficiency measures in cities across the United States and
specifically called out the Compact of Mayors as a key vehicle through which to achieve
President Obama’s goals.

This summer Mayor Philip Levine was invited to join the Compact of Mayors and asked
to commit to advancing the City of Miami Beach along the stages of the Compact, with
the goal of becoming fully compliant with all the requirements within three years.



Compact of Mayors Memo
October 14, 2015
Page 2 of 2

ANALYSIS

The Compact of Mayors is a global cooperative effort among mayors and city officials
committed to reducing local greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing resilience to climate
change, and tracking progress transparently.

In order to participate in the Compact of Mayors, municipalities are required to provide a
letter of intent that references a commitment to:

Reducing local GHG emissions;

Measuring community emissions inventory using a consistent and robust
standard;

Identifying climate-related hazards;

Setting data-based targets for the future;

Developing a climate action plan.

The Compact of Mayors establishes a common platform to capture the impact of cities’
collective actions through standardized measurement of emissions and climate risk, and
consistent, public reporting of their efforts. The Compact will make this data centrally and
publicly available through the carbon Climate Registry to highlight commitments and
allow for easy searchability. Through the Compact, cities are:

o Increasing their visibility as leaders responding to climate change;
Demonstrating their commitment to an ambitious global climate solution,
particularly as nations convene around a new climate agreement in Paris in
December 2015;

e Encouraging direct public and private sector investments in cities by meeting
transparent standards that are similar to those followed by national governments;

¢ Building a consistent and robust body of data on the impact of city action; and

e Accelerating more ambitious, collaborative, and sustainable local climate action.

CONCLUSION

The Administration recommends adopting the resolution endorsing the Compact of
Mayors pledge. This resolution will reduce city-level greenhouse gas emissions, track
progress, and enhance resilience to climate change, in a consistent and complimentary
manner to national level climate protection efforts.

Attachment: Compact of Mayors’ Guide

SMT/ESW/MKW/FCT
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